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Introduction

The need for secondary use of pathology data is increasing because cancer is a leading cause of death in Hong Kong. The standardization of
anatomical pathology data enhances advanced informatics program to support patient care. SNOMED CT subsets have been defined to facili-
tate use of pathology data for cancer case notification, decision support and data analytics.

Background

In Hong Kong Hospital Authority, there are 11 anatomical pathology laboratories. Their laboratory information system has an SNOMED Il auto-
encoding function by matching keywords in the diagnosis result of a pathology report. Encoded SNOMED lIl data were used to support various
cancer related programs. However, SNOMED Il will be retired in 2017 and the highly localized SNOMED Il codes were lack of maintenance.
Therefore, data retrieval program will be migrated to using SNOMED CT.

Keywords for diagnosis and localized SNOMED Il were consolidated as a corporate SNOMED IlI list. The mapping of SNOMED CT concept to
corporate SNOMED Il list has been endorsed by Anatomical Pathology Working Group (APWG) in 2015. With the support and governance
from APWG, SNOMED CT subsets have been defined for retrieval programs to support quick, comprehensive and accurate data retrieval.
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Fig 2. Example of using different SNOMED CT subsets for pathology data retrieval.



